Being a mother and living with asthma: an exploratory analysis of discourse.
Although contemporary scholarship on the psychology of women has recognized the significance of motherhood for women, this positioning has received little attention from researchers interested in women and chronic illness. In this article we begin to fill this gap by exploring the complexity of being a mother when women are chronically ill. We focus on mothers with asthma and, adopting a discursive approach, analyze three interviews with asthmatic mothers using discourse analysis to explore how they negotiate their identities. The women were white, Dutch autochthones, who ranged in age from 31 to 60 years. Two were diagnosed with asthma in early childhood and one was diagnosed at age 40. We argue that being a mother is relevant to how women live with asthma.